AIHA-NCS Developing World Outreach Initiative
Meeting Minutes
Date: September 26th, 2019 (Thursday)
Time: 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm PDT, teleconference call

Attendees: Rich Hirsh, Garrett Brown, Perry Gottesfeld, Karen Gunderson, David Zalk, Ted Zellers, and Jeff Dalhoff
 
1. Welcome attendees by Chairperson Rich Hirsh

2. ACGIH Foundation for Occupational Health and Safety (FOHS) Worldwide Outreach Fund update – Dave Zalk has fronted the $2K funds to DWOI.  Rich followed up via email with Michael Ellenbecker several times but has not heard back regarding FOHS reimbursement to Dave.

3. 2019 Technical and Training Workshop Projects: Attached as Appendix 1 is a current status of all sponsored training workshops and technical projects this year. Twelve of 14 training workshops have been completed and reports received. These are all posted on the AIHA-NCS DWOI website. One of 3 technical projects have been completed and report received.  

4. Karen Gunderson has been working on assistance to Environics in India for their asbestos exposure monitoring project and has successfully solicited equipment and analysis donations for the project. Maharshi Mehta’s International Safety Services company will provide the equipment and the Belgium Center for Occupational Hygiene (BeCOH) under the direction of Steven Verpaele, President of BeCOH will provide the analysis. A request for donations of additional high and low flow pumps was sent to the AIHA-NCS membership but no donors have been identified. Rich to follow-up with the local section. Karen has tried to contact Environics but there has been no response over the past few weeks. She will be asking for an updated timeline for the project to schedule training that Karen will be conducting via Skype. Garrett may be able to deliver filter cassette media when he travels to the ANROEV/ABAN conference in Korea in late October. Perry Gottesfeld will be traveling to southern India in October as well and may be able to offer assistance.

5. 2018 Technical Project Update:  Workplace Health Without Borders (WHWB) in collaboration with Aristides Medard (an AIHA international affiliate member sponsored by DWOI) in Tanzania: “Silica Dust Exposure to Stone Crushers – Informal Sector.”  DWOI has received a preliminary report including silica monitoring results on this 2018 project and a supplemental project is being undertaken. 

6. The DWOI Request for Proposals for 2020 has been sent to NGOs and Universities in September with a November 1st submittal deadline.  Garrett will be following up with reminders during 1st week of October and last week of October. Ted Zellers, Karen Gunderson, Garrett Brown and Rich Hirsh agreed to serve as reviewers for submitted proposals.

7. The U.C. Berkeley PH290 course on Global Occupational Health and Safety is being postponed due to low registration. We may be able to hold the course during Spring 2020 if we achieve a minimum of 6 registrants. Garrett Brown, Karen Gunderson, Perry Gottesfeld, Jeff Dalhoff and Rich Hirsh will be instructors along with several other volunteers. 

8. Garrett will be hosting Jagdish Patel of the People’s Training and Resources Center based in India at events in the East Bay during October.  Two OHS seminars at UC Berkeley will be held with Jagdish (October 21st) and with Dr. Andi  Tenner (November 19th) from UCSF who has worked on Ebola outbreaks in W. Africa. These events will be used to promote interest in registering for the Global OHS course for the spring. 

9. Ted Zellers indicated he was working on establishing a nail salon worker training initiative for Vietnamese salon workers in Michigan through the University of Michigan student local section.

10. A discussion ensued regarding an idea to combine efforts by several universities to create an online webinar course sing NIOSH ERC discretionary funding through the UC extension. This might involve collaboration between UC Berkeley, University of Michigan, University of New Hampshire (Karla Armenti), Drexel (Tran Huynh) and Tufts (Beth Rosenberg). Ted Zellers agreed to discuss with Kathie Hammond. 

11. The November AIHA-NCS dinner meeting, currently scheduled for 11/21 along the SF peninsula will be a DWOI fundraiser and presentation. Patton Nguyen, who did his summer internship at the Cal IH program in Vietnam agreed to serve as guest speaker. He plans to speak about what he learned regarding the OHS system in Vietnam (where a lot of supply chain production is moving from China), working with both a government agency (their NIOSH) and an NGO. If you have fundraising ideas – please volunteer them and your services for the event! Rich is trying to see if the date can be changed to November 19th due to personal conflicts and try to change the venue to the East Bay to accommodate the guest speaker.

12. The 2020 AIHA Microgrants webpage is now up and running and accepting proposals through December 31st, 2019.  DWOI plans to submit “orphan” proposals we cannot fund in 2020 to the AIHA national microgrants program, as well as a block grant for DWOI projects in 2021.

13. Rich will also be involved in the next Global OHS Panel at the 2020 AIHCE being organized by Chris Laszcz-Davis, which will include representatives from IOHA, WHWB, OHTA, AIHA IAC, and the AIHA International Advisory Group, as well as DWOI. Another panel session is being organized to highlight the AIHA microgrant recipient projects and DWOI will be participating in that effort as well.

14. The next meeting is tentatively scheduled on November 7th at 4:30 pm. 

15. Meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm.
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2018/19 Grants for Trainings and Technical Projects
Developing World Outreach Initiative (DWOI) and Maquiladora Health & Safety 
Support Network (MHSSN)
Training Grants
	Organization/
Country
	Target Population/
Topic
	Estimated Time of Training
	Report/Photos Received

	CUIDAR-WEIGO /
Brazil
	Waste pickers – general OHS
	July 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	Cividep /
India
	Tea plantation workers – general OHS
	May and June 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	Environics /
India
	Stone cutters – legal rights
	May 31, 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	JRP /
India
	Social Health Activists – general OHS
	March 18, 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	ICRT – LIPS /
Indonesia
	Electronics workers – chemical hazards
	June 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	LION /
Indonesia
	Chemical workers – chemical hazards
	March 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	CETIEN /
Mexico
	Electronics workers – chemical hazards
	August 2019 
COMPLETED
	Yes 

	CFO /
Mexico
	Maquila workers – chemical hazards
	May 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	CEISA /
Mozambique
	University – hazard evaluation/controls
	June 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	IOHSAD /
Philippines
	Manufacturing workers – legal rights
	February 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	WAC /
Philippines
	Manufacturing workers – general OHS
	May 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	CDI /
Vietnam
	Electronics workers – chemical hazards
	April 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	DWOI Block Grant proposal funded by AIHA Micro Grants

	American University Beirut, Lebanon
	Exposure Assessment Basics Training
	September 2019
	

	Karnali Academy of Health Sciences, Jumla, Nepal
	Training on Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) to Undergraduate Students of Public Health and Nursing 
	February 2020
	



Technical Projects

	Organization/
Country
	Target Population/
Topic
	Estimated Time of Project 
	Report/Photos Received

	ICRT – LIPS /
Indonesia
	Electronics workers -- biomonitoring
	June 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	CEJAD /
Kenya
	Artisanal gold miners – mercury hazard reduction
	19 August 2019 
COMPLETED
	Yes

	DWOI Block Grant proposal funded by AIHA Micro Grants

	Environics, India
	Environment Monitoring for an Asbestos Plant, Capacity Building and Training:
	October/November 2019
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