AIHA-NCS Developing World Outreach Initiative
Meeting Minutes
Date: February 13th, 2014 (Thursday)
Time: 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm, teleconference call

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Welcome  - Richard Hirsh – Next meeting, Thursday March 27th 4:30pm PT

In Attendance:
Karen Gunderson
David Hornung
Garrett Brown 
Dan Grinnell
Perry Gottesfeld
Nina Townsend
Rich Hirsh
David Zalk
2. Approval of December 2013 meeting minutes
Karen and Dan approve. None opposed.
3. General Updates (Rich)

· Received notification that all DWOI project proposals to AIHA/IAC were approved!
1. Money available for training ($2500), technical project support ($3000), and book shipments ($2000).
2. WHWB and OHTA submitted proposals, both approved
· Request from Andrew Cutz to contact AMRC and ANROEV regarding potential participation in AIHCE virtual conference
1. Rich planning to discuss with AIHA whether they might consider a discount for NGOs. (Perry) is this for all sessions? Garrett’s session is one of the virtual sessions. Perry: good virtual session for international NGOs might be the silica session.
2. Karen says Indonesian contacts are interested in more training. Can look into interest in participating.
3. Rich: what is a reasonable fee? Karen will ask her Indonesian contacts.
4. Rich: all please send your thoughts on this.
· March Dinner Meeting – Rob Kleinerman requested contact info for Ben Hensler from Worker Rights Consortium to speak on Bangladesh with Garrett to provide update on his trip there.
1. Dinner meeting is March 11 at Maximo’s in Fremont. Rob will be sending formal invitation to Ben and Garrett. Student’s night—most students coming from San Jose University rather than UC Berkeley.
· Collaboration with AIHA Social Concerns Committee on organizing forum in Washington DC during April/May to be hosted by NIOSH on Bangladesh OHS needs with stakeholders and US agencies and organizations. 
1. Barbara Dawson (AIHA President) and Charles Redinger (AIHA Board Coordinator for IAC) will speak with Peter O’Neill about this when he returns from India next week.

4. Committee Reports

· Liaison Committee update (Garrett)
1. Technical Project Updates 
a) Perry – Lead Project in Kenya: project to improve IH controls in lead battery facilities. Did not get access to original candidate (large recycler), since then established contact with smaller companies (<10 employees) and have done some sampling, no results yet. Results expected around May.
b) Nina – Stonecutters in India: Final Report Issued – future projects. Nothing new on the project. Perry: WHWB contacted Perry for a reference for JRP. WHWB considering funding additional statewide training and education and a meeting amongst the NGOs in India—currently a loose affiliation of 4-5 groups.
c) David Z – Loom weavers in India – medical surveillance testing is complete.  290 people were screened through a questionnaire and PEFR based on which 103 were identified and X rays were done for all of them. The X-rays have been reported by a trained radiologist and reviewed by Dr Anand Das who is a pulmonologist by training and has coordinated this surveillance. Presently in the process of entering the data for analysis.Dr. Saeher Muzaffar has agreed to help evaluate the data and work on next steps. Perry suggested she coordinate directly with Dr. Anand. Perry: met with them in India 3-4 months ago, brought in an occ physician interested in volunteering to help with QC—big issue with mis-diagnosis. Expect preliminary data in the next 1-2 months. Final report around May-June.
d) Karen – Asbestos project: air samples were collected in December by LION on 2 night shifts (5-6 personal, 1 area, bulk samples, some outside factory (low air volume may present detection limit problems, also raining so airborne concentrations may be affected)). Indoor samples were detectable, one measurement was approaching the PEL. Lower work activity occurs during night shift which may affect results. A lot of fly ash dust on the floor: fly ash contains a lot of heavy metals, bulk samples showed lead. Darisman and Karen discussed next steps: taking more samples for asbestos and metals, possibly during the day but need to assess risk of entering facility to conduct monitoring during the day shift. Trying to work with University of Indonesia researchers for medical surveillance, looking at other avenues as well including Occ Physician Perry recommended. Thinking of writing stories up from worker perspective. Will talk to Perry offline. Coordination with Forensic Analytical laboratory was great (special thank you to Gustavo Delgado). Karen is working on report.
e) New technical projects for 2014 funding: new project proposal review team – Perry, Karen, David Z.

2. AIHA Affiliate Membership applications for Omana George and Mohit Gupta. David Zalk previously provided membership for Jerry Amo Thompson.
1. Submitted for Jerry Thompson a few months ago.
2. Paperwork ready for Mohit Gupta, Garrett to send in.
3. Waiting on Omana George’s paperwork.

3. Training Course update (Garrett)
a) ARIAV in Hong Kong – this is part two of a training conducted in February 2013 with 35 union staff concerning service sector and construction worker occupational health and safety. Report provided for first training.
b) CIVIDEP in India – 2-day training with electronics workers with AMRC staff as the instructors held in South India, report provided.
c) Mallarpur Uthanu, India – this is a training with 200 stone miners and crushers on occupational health and safety. Report provided.
d) Metal Workers Alliance of the Philippines – will be funded through MHSSN.
e) Garrett will ask for training requests from ANROAV when he returns from Bangladesh.
4. Request by Michael Sullivan PhD, CIH, EHS Professor at Cal-State Northridge for University contacts in Cambodia to develop EHS/IH program Michael.sullivan@csun.edu (805-728-5317)
1. Rich to follow up with Michael.
5. Jerry Amo Thompson from Ghana – proposal for 2-day training course on H&S hazards in nursing services
1. Curriculum looks on target, but unclear what amount of funding is needed. David Z to follow up with Jerry.
6. Damian Andrew – Tanzania project – Silica Dust in Gold Mining  - $33K
1. Rich turned this over to WHWB, also suggested requesting equipment from SKC through Tanzania university.
7. Nina to possibly do training with OHTA training in Ecuador and possibly countries in Africa.

· Publicity/Fundraising – Rich
1. Monitor Newsletter article – submitted by Garrett
2. March Dinner Mtg plans
1. Ideas to focus meeting on efforts in Bangladesh
2. David to send envelope design to Rich and Karen
3. Rich will set up decorations

· Request/Response - Reference Materials – (Dan Grinnell)
1. Need updated inventory, there was some water damage in the storage area and may need to reinventory books as they were relocated.
2. Need to set up a day for inventory activity.
3. Chile (Dr. Miguel Acevedo’s colleagues) interested in additional books.
4. Ghana (Jerry Thompson) requesting 50 books, may need to ship fewer books to be able to ship to more individuals. Dan to follow up and ask for top 10.
5. Any updates on additional electronic texts available for distribution? No update now, if there are requests, David H can request through AIHA. 
6. Karen will write up procedure for book donations.
7. Donation of SKC air sampling equipment (pumps and chargers) was provided by EORM (South Bay) to Karen to bring to Indonesia.
New Issues/Updates
1. Karen Gunderson shipped books to Tanzania and Chile over Xmas break. Plan to write up procedure.
2. Karen Millison at Dow was sent inventory. They may be able to donate several IH texts from their library. As of 2/1/14 Karen has not yet responded with books available. In the process of moving and have not had an opportunity to review their collection. Rich will follow up in March if he doesn’t hear back.
3. Roger Alsbury with OHTA provided link to Dan Grinnell on course manuals (textbooks) on OHlearning.com for free download and can also be freely printed and distributed in their original form.  Still working on determining best method of distribution.
4. Hank McDermott drop-off?

2013 Previous physical book shipments:
A. BHUTAN – Rich to follow-up with Marianne Levitsky on contact there.
B. TURKEY: Shipped by Taner and David 
C. SUDAN: 6/13/13- Three books were sent to Prof. Nabil Bashir (Dept of Pesticides and Toxicology) from the University of Gezira Wad Medani in Sudan. He never indicated whether the books arrived. 
D. NIGERIA: Dr. Obiora Ejim, vice chancellor for RENAISSANCE UNIVERSITY UGBAWKA, IN ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA. Books arrived in Nigeria 4/27/13
E. GRENADA: Andrew Cutz, St. George's University in Grenada, WHO Collaborating Centre for Environmental and Occupational Health. Books arrived in Grenada 8/15/13.
F. CHILE: Miguel E. Acevedo, MD, OccHealth, Ergonomics, Las Condes, Chile (received Jan 23)
G. TANZANIA: Dr. Vera Ngowi, Muhimbili University of Health and Allied Sciences, School of public Health and Social Sciences, Department of Environmental and Occupational Health, Dar Es Salaam Tanzania (Books shipped 1/14/14, awaiting receipt confirmation)

2013 Electronic Reference Recipients: 
A. AFGHANISTAN: Obaidullah Reedy a representative of Afghan Supporting Point (ASP) which is an Afghan NGO that implements health related projects and provides health and safety awareness among people in Afghanistan. Mr. Reedy failed to obtain a gmail account in order to access the electronic references and thus our e-books were never sent to him.   
B. NIGERIA: Dr Victor Zubby Ofoegbu Occupational Medicine Physician Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria
C. MOZAMBIQUE: Custodio Muianga research IH from Universidade Eduardo Mondlane Mozambique
D. SURINAME: John Courtar, doctor employed within the Labour Inspectorate Suriname responsible for Occupational Health and Safety
E. KENYA: Charles B Odhiambo, Kenya Occupational Health & Safety Association
F. TANZANIA: Yahya M. Kishashu and Dr. Vera Ngowi, Muhimbili University of Health and Allied Sciences, School of public Health and Social Sciences, Department of Environmental and Occupational Health, Dar Es Salaam Tanzania 
G. CHILE: Miguel E. Acevedo, MD, OccHealth, Ergonomics, Las Condes, Chile
H. ZAMBIA: Patrick Manda, Safety Officer, Konkola Copper Mines, Zambia
I. Zambia (Kebby Shampingo)?
J. INDIA: Dr. Ashish Trivedi, Professor and Consultant occupational Health Specialist in Vadodara city of Gujarat State in India.
K. Zahra Naghavi, Ph.D student in Occupational Hygiene. Tarbiat Modares University – forwarded inventory list and electronic references available. 

· Website
1. Trevor – will update with new info – minutes 
2. Next meeting date is Thursday, March 27th at 4:30 pm
3. Other issues


