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	What is the Developing World Outreach Initiative (DWOI)?

In March 2006, the Northern California Section of American Industrial Hygiene Association launched a “Developing World Outreach Initiative” (DWOI).  The goal of this effort is to address the lack of adequate industrial hygiene resources for workers and health and safety professionals in developing countries by connecting the technical expertise and human resources of the Local Section with those who need them in the developing world.  


	
	DWOI Committees

Liaison Committee: for outreach to non-governmental organizations (NGOs) world-wide. A formal partnership has been formed with the Asian Network for the Rights Of Occupational Accident Victims (ANROAV), in collaboration with the Asia Monitor Resource Centre (AMRC). The liaison committee is coordinating possible field internships in the developing world with the Center for Occupational and Environmental Health for students at University of California sites in Berkeley, Davis and San Francisco. The DWOI will be connecting AIHA members traveling to developing world countries for business with local NGOs. 

Request &Response committee: for responding to requests for books and equipment from local NGOs and managing the inventory of donated items.

Tools/Resources Web site committee: for establishing and maintaining a tools and resources web page on the AIHA Northern California Section’s website.

Publicity/fundraising committee: for publicity efforts via our local Monitor newsletter, the AIHA Synergist, AIHA-NCS meetings, and future fundraising campaigns. 
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For more information contact:
Nimmi Kovvali - DWOI chair
Email: nimmi.kovvali@gmail.com 
OR

Garrett Brown - Liason Committee Chair

Email: gdbrown@igc.org



Recent accomplishments 
· Fund-raising: As of January 2009, DWOI has sponsored two AIHA International Affiliate Memberships for Omana George, our Asia Monitor Resource Center partner and for Noel Colina, our partner from the Asian Network for the Rights of Occupational Accident Victims (ANRROAV).  Some of the funds were used to ship books and other educational materials to organizations in the developing world – the last four shipments were made to 3 universities in Africa.  

· Website information resource: a DWOI web page has been established on the Local Section’s website to make available links to OHS websites; topic-specific technical information of key hazards in the developing world; examples of written safety programs; and Local Section members’ training curriculum, lecture outlines and power point presentations on a variety of OHS topics
 (http://www.aiha-ncs.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=20). 
What kind of help does DWOI need in 2009?

· We would like to be able to sponsor 1 or 2 NGO representatives at an upcoming Golder Associates IH training course being held in Asia. Golder is willing to provide half-price ($350) seats to NGO representatives. 

· Garrett Brown has offered to provide a matching grant via his non-profit organization if we are able to raise $350 for one registrant.  Please donate to DWOI by writing a check to “New Ways to Work” (email Garrett Brown for details garrettdbrown@comcast.net).  All donations are tax deductible.

· We are also interested in any IH reference book donations - please contact Mike Horowitz (MHorowitz@dir.ca.gov) if you have materials to donate as we are still focused on shipping out our current inventory of reference materials to contacts in Africa.
· More members - We are very interested in soliciting new, energetic members to be part of this wonderful group.  Please contact Nimmi Kovvali (nimmi.kovvali@gmail.com) for more information

DWOI meeting dates are posted on the AIHA-NCS website in their Calendar of Events section.  Email Nimmi Kovvali to be added to regular notifications.



























